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consistent life, always showed himself one of the steadiest
supporters of the law, and one of the strongest opponents of
secret societies, this report may, I think, be most confidently
discredited; but there is little doubt that many priests were in
the conspiracy. Higgms expressed his belief, that there were
not twenty loyal priests in Dublin.1 < The Catholic clergy/
McNally wrote in April, < are to a man with the people,' and
both he and Higgins warned the Government that the lower
clergy were among the most active organisers of sedition, and
also that the United Irishmen were taking special pains to
enroll domestic servants, and to distribute them as spies through
the chief houses in Ireland.2 Even in the Castle, and in the
immediate circle of the Chief Secretary, it was boasted among
the United Irishmen that they had sources of information.3

Among the numerous arrests that were made in the North,
there were several which had great importance. In February,
Arthur O'Connor was imprisoned for a seditious libel, as well as
two brothers of the name of Simms, who were proprietors of the
' Northern Star.' The paper was, for some months, continued,
under the editorship of Neilson; but after its offices had been
wrecked, and its types destroyed by the Monaghan Militia, it
was not revived. In April, on the information of a miniature
painter named Newell, who had been at one time a Defender,
and at another an United Irishman, the Government succeeded
in arresting, in a single swoop, at Belfast, two whole committees,
consisting of about forty persons, and in seizing a number of
important papers, disclosing the organisation, objects, and extent
of the society. A portion of these papers was soon after pub-
lished by Parliament. They furnished decisive evidence that
separation and a republic were the real ends of the con-
spiracy, and that a negotiation and correspondence with France

not to be discovered, as a priest most     Defenders into the house of Castle-
probably was the operator, and you     town in the middle of the night, and
may be assured he attends no organ-     some of these servants had been bred
ised society.' (J. W., May 22, 1797.)     in his family from children. ... It

1  F. H., May 25, 1797.                       appears that one of the chief objects

2  J. W.,  April  28, May  22,  29,     of the United Irishmen is to corrupt
Sept. 11, 1797.   ' The spirit of dis-     the servants universally, so as to ob-
aftection is so great, that no gentle-     tain an avenue to every gentleman
man  can trust his Koman Catholic     whose opposition they may  dread.'
servants.    A plot has been discovered     (Camden to Portland (secret), May
(in which several  of  Mr.  Conolly's     30, 1797.)

servants were, concerned), to let the          3 F. Higgins, May 30, 1797.